Executive Summary

The Lower Great Lakes/St. Lawrence Plain Bird Conservation Region (BCR 13) provides continentally-important habitat resources for migratory birds.  The highest bird habitat values are associated with its major aquatic features (i.e., Lake Erie, Lake Ontario, the St. Lawrence River), and associated wetlands, which provide critical staging areas for migratory waterfowl, waterbirds, and shorebirds;  several key areas are also funnels for migrating landbirds.  BCR 13 provides some of the most important breeding habitat in Eastern North America for birds associated with wetlands, grasslands, and shrubs.  Most landscapes in BCR 13 have been highly modified from their original, natural condition, and are now dominated by agricultural activities or human/industrial development, including large, urban areas and a large proportion of Canada’s total human population.  Habitat loss and degradation (e.g., fragmentation, intensive agriculture, pollution, invasive species) are the greatest threats to bird populations in BCR 13.

This plan identifies the bird species and habitats in greatest need of conservation action in this region, activities thought to be most useful to address those needs, and geographic areas believed to be the most important places for work to occur.  This plan is meant to be the start of a regional bird conservation initiative with partners across BCR 13 communicating their conservation planning and implementation activities in order to efficiently deliver high priority conservation actions in a coordinated manner.

Priority Needs


Information/Monitoring
1. Identify species currently monitored inadequately, especially if declines are suspected

Status:  Northeast coordinated bird monitoring effort is underway, helping to meet this need

2.
Identify species for whom habitat in BCR 13 is not thought to be a limiting factor, and those species expected to benefit most directly from an increase (in quantity and/or quality) in habitat
Status:  Considered an important next step for BCR 13 initiative


Planning
1.
Spatial analyses to identify the most important habitat patches and landscapes for priority grasslands, shrub, and wetland species


Status:  Pilot project underway in St. Lawrence Valley (NY) to develop new spatial data layers (e.g., grasslands, potential wetlands) and model most productive landscapes for waterfowl production and restoration.  Needs to be validated, then expanded across BCR 13
2.
Estimate bird populations and habitat capacity in order to set realistic conservation goals (i.e., population and habitat objectives)


Status:  Considered an important next step for BCR 13 initiative

Priority Actions

1.
Increase management of public lands to enhance habitat quality (i.e., density, productivity, and/or survival rates) and benefit populations of priority species

2.
Increase outreach and partnerships aimed at private landowners, to improve and/or increase stewardship and management activities that benefit priority bird species

3.
Continue to protect, restore and enhance conservation lands, especially those within BCR 13 focus areas, or other areas known to provide high quality habitat for priority species

Purpose of this Plan

The BCR 13 Conservation Plan is meant to guide conservation for all native bird species in the Lower Great Lakes/St. Lawrence Plain Bird Conservation Region, or BCR 13 (See map below)  The plan provides links to many existing conservation plans applicable to this area, and attempts to integrate them by describing the highest priority bird species and habitats overall, across all of the national, international, and regional bird plans that have been completed.  This plan is the result of efforts from many different partners and stakeholders from four U.S. states and two Canadian provinces, who have contributed to this effort for more than five years and collectively represent the BCR 13 Initiative.
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