Saltmarsh Sparrow Executive Committee Meeting
April 13, 2022
11:00am – 12:00pm

Attendees: Ryan Brown, Jackie Leclair, Cory Riley, Christine Conn, Jim Farquhar, Jenny Dickson, Jonathan McKnight, Amanda Bassow.  Fish and Wildlife Service (Service): Andrew Milliken, Suzanne Paton, Pam Toschik, Mo Correll, Kyla Hastie, Mitch Hartley, Matt Hinderliter, Aimee Weldon, Marty Miller, Sharon Marino, Audrey Mayer, Scott Johnston.
PECE Update and Review - Matt Hinderliter 
The Policy for Evaluation of Conservation Efforts (PECE) has two parts that include an evaluation of the certainty of implementing conservation efforts and the certainty of the effectiveness of those efforts.   After reaching out to partners, the respondents reported a high level of certainty that some funding will be available for saltmarsh restoration; however, there was high variability in the certainty that there would be enough funding to meet program goals.  Not all partners provided restoration acreage commitments and targets but those that did totaled approximately 24,000 acres.  Given that this estimate also includes low marsh, this is below the recommended acreage target set for high marsh restoration that benefits Saltmarsh Sparrow. 
The Saltmarsh Sparrow Species Status Assessment will be drafted this summer, with a listing determination by September 2024.
USACE/FWS Collaboration – Mo Correll 
USACE and FWS have been meeting regularly to determine a common language to link dredging projects with saltmarsh restoration sites by developing a mapping tool.  Many of the issues are based on uncertainty about exactly where and when a dredge project will happen, and how that aligns with a proposed restoration project that requires dredge material.  The mapping product allows for more certainty for projects that are likely to occur in the next few years.  Given the recent goal of USACE to use 70% dredge material for beneficial uses, this provides an important opportunity for saltmarsh restoration.  Most USACE projects require a state sponsor so this is where the Executive Committee can help play a role in moving projects forward.
Most projects require a combination of funding, design, and permitting that can take 2-3 years so timing is critical.  Ideally when dredge material is available it can be used immediately for marsh restoration.  Considerations include the timing of dredge placement outside of the breeding season, and also the possibility of storage of dredge material for use at a later date, and combining, for example NOAA projects that are focused on low marsh.  
NFWF Business Plan/Acreage Commitments – Amanda Bassow 
Amanda Bassow from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) reports that they have been working to integrate Saltmarsh Sparrows and saltmarsh restoration into their grant programs.  NFWF provides technical support with proposal development through consultants, so NFWF strongly encourages potential applicants to reach out to make proposals as competitive as possible.  NFWF also provides applicant workshops to assist with proposal development.
Recent Funding Actions – Aimee Weldon
DOI Keystone Initiative Funding is a program within FWS through the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) where one of the priorities is coastal resilience with a Saltmarsh Sparrow focus.  Maryland projects were proposed and funding is expected with an announcement soon.  It is part of a larger portfolio of projects in design and implementation that were also submitted to the NFWF National Coastal Resiliency Fund.  FWS and partners are also working with NEAFWA on a coastal project with NJ, NH, and RI for submission to the America the Beautiful funding, managed by NFWF.    



	


 

