Saltmarsh Sparrow Executive Committee Meeting
February 2, 2023
11:00am – 12:00pm

Attendees: Todd Bobowick, Ryan Brown, John Catena, Mel Cote, Cory Riley, Rena Weichenberg, Thomas Morgart.  Fish and Wildlife Service (Service): Rick Bennett, Andrew Milliken, Suzanne Paton, Pam Toschik, Mo Correll, Dan Murphy, Kyla Hastie, Mitch Hartley, Matt Hinderliter, Aimee Weldon, Bart Wilson.
Action for all Executive Committee Members:
· Check back on your state or regional saltmarsh restoration objectives.  If you aren’t on target to restore or fund restoration of the target acreages, consider what you can do to get commitments to do that work, e.g., designating resources within your own agency, changing policies, or reaching out to leadership in other agencies in your state/region to seek their support to address remaining needs.  Timeline: before our next meeting in April.
NEAFWA Landscapes Committee Priorities – Kyla Hastie, Andrew Milliken
Andrew Milliken is doing a detail to help stand up a landscape conservation committee	 under the Northeast Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (NEAFWA). Goal is to bring partners together to identify priority landscapes to dedicate collective focus. Committee met last week to prioritize a couple landscapes – 1) coastal resiliency and coastal habitat restoration (saltmarsh sparrow and shorebirds, diamondback terrapin, anadromous fish, RSGCN etc.); 2) Appalachian corridor forests and streams landscape. First project is to develop pre-proposals for the American the Beautiful challenge grant program that would be multi-state – one for each of these landscapes. Pre-proposals are due in early March. Committee also aiming to find other ways to support landscape level opportunities for conservation within these priorities. 
Environmental Protection Agency's work in coastal marsh restoration – Mel Cote
Mel Cote (EPA) – in-lieu fee programs can offset unavoidable impacts; have a wide range of grant programs. Only restoration projects are through National Estuary Programs; lots of funding for the Long Island Sound program but less so for other programs. Need to leverage with other agencies/partners. Each National Estuary Program has different capacity. Can pay for anything - baseline surveys, design, planning, protection, restoration, as long as it’s aligned with Clean Water Act. 
Marsh Migration – Corey Riley
Cory Riley – want to make sure we are investing in all of the conservation pieces needed to achieve success, including marsh migration. Wants to hear how others are promoting MM in the region. What are people doing in regards to small parcels and land ownership?  A follow up conversation with more time to discuss this would be helpful
PECE Update – Matt Hinderliter 
PECE process is on schedule to analyze both implementation and effectiveness this spring.  If Executive Committee Members haven’t already submitted information in response to Sharon Marino’s request, please reach out to Marty Miller or Matt Hinderliter at your earliest convenience. 
USACE Meeting Summary – Dan Murphy/Rena Weichenberg/Mike Vissichelli
USACE and FWS are exploring short- and long-term opportunities for collaboration to restore high marsh.  If there is interest in learning more about the Continuing Authorities Program ahead of the FWS/ACE call on March 17th, let Rena know.
	

 

