Saltmarsh Sparrow Executive Committee Meeting
April 14, 2022

Attendees: Eve Schluter, James Farquhar, Jonathan McKnight, Ryan Brown, Dave Saveikis, Rena Weichenberg, Jenny Dickson, Mike Vissichelli, John Catena, Robert Arnold, David Golden, Jay Osenkowski, Wendi Weber.  Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS): Pam Toschik, Scott Johnston, Suzanne Paton, Aimee Weldon, Mo Correll, Mitch Hartley, Debra Reynolds. 
Action Items:
· Follow up with Rena Weichenberg (ACOE) – FWS provide priority areas for dredge materials (Scott Johnston – due May 6)
· Wendi Weber offered all committee members to organize site visit for Saltmarsh Sparrow priority conservation actions.  Contact Scott Johnston (scott_johnston@fws.gov)
· FWS follow-up with Bob Arnold to discuss Federal Highways projects (Scott Johnston – due May 13)
· FWS draft email for committee to send to their networks – NGOs, municipalities, etc. for the availability of the web portal for marsh restoration (Aimee Weldon – due May 11)
· Come one call all!!  Saltmarsh Sparrow T-shirts available for committee members.  Order here:  ACJV t-shirt sign-up - Google Sheets
 
[bookmark: _Hlk101882042]Status of Funding Collaboration (see attached presentation)
The following points were discussed:
· National Fish and Wildlife Foundation proposals do not have a funding cap on projects.
· New Jersey project working on low-tech restoration with FWS and Ducks Unlimited – no heavy equipment, human power, etc.  Engaging partners including Department of Transportation to work on marsh resiliency. 
· Multiple funding sources for saltmarsh restoration exist such as the Land and Water Conservation Fund, Great American Outdoors Act, Bipartisan Infrastructure Legislation, etc.
· The Saltmarsh Sparrow State plans (available at acjv.org) are like blueprints for projects for existing funding or if Recovery America’s Wildlife Act is enacted.  A key action with identified projects is to prioritize permitting needs to be ready to implement if legislation is passed.  
· NOAA request for proposals are still in review.  John Catena hopes to post in the next few weeks.
Web Portal for SALS Restoration (see attached presentation)
The following points were discussed:
· How to reach NGOs and municipalities in each state.  Many NGOs participated in planning, but few municipalities did.
· Federal Highways can work with partners on mitigation opportunities on bridges and canals.    
Next Steps for SALS Conservation (see attached presentation – combined with previous topic)
How state and other partners are involved in moving forward with actions.  FWS will coordinate through state working groups to ensure collaboration.  



 

