Saltmarsh Sparrow Executive Committee Meeting
December 16, 2021
11:00am – 12:00pm

Attendees: Eve Schluter, James Farquhar, Gary Casabona, Judy Camuso, Cory Riley, Jonathan McKnight, Ryan Brown, Dave Saveikis, Rena Weichenberg, Jenny Dickson, Mike Vissichelli, John Catena, Robert Arnold, Wendi Weber, Mindy Simmons.  Fish and Wildlife Service (Service): Pam Toschik, Scott Johnston, Mike Slattery, Christina Ryder, Suzanne Paton, Aimee Weldon, Mo Correll, Suzanne Paton, Mitch Hartley, Debra Reynolds. 
Infrastructure Funding (Slides attached)  
NOAA
· Two programs -- $491M for coastal habitat restoration and $400M for fish passage restoration. 
· Spend plan due to Congress in mid-February.
· Notice of Funding Opportunity – likely two solicitations in latter half of FY22.
· Multi-year awards/partnerships - matching funds will be encouraged but not required.

 NRCS
· Wetland Reserve Easements:  Land must have a history of agriculture at some point in time (e.g., salt haying) and must either include degraded wetland that can be restored.
· NRCS can typically pay 100 percent of restoration costs after closing on the easement.
· Environmental Quality Incentives Program: Installation of conservation practices such as tidal channel restoration, runneling, etc.
· NRCS reimburses 75 to 90 percent of estimated costs (from payment schedule).
· Significant funding across program and rolling submissions so no bad time to submit.  
USACE
· Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration (1.9M) – Salt marsh creation, beneficial use for restoration purposes (e.g., Poplar Island, Lower Cape May Meadows).
· Navigation (1.5M) - beneficial use of dredged material (e.g., Barnegat Bay).
· Flood Risk Management/Coastal Storm Risk Management (2.55M) - beach renourishment, marsh creation for coastal storm protection.
DOI
· $455M for Resource Management, including $26M for Delaware River Basin Conservation Act.
· $200M for restoring fish and wildlife passage by removing in-stream barriers and providing technical assistance under the National Fish Passage Program.
· Ecosystem Restoration $2.13B for DOI and USDA for FY22-26 to restore the ecological health of Federal lands and waters, and of private lands.
FHWA 
· Little specific information on funding at this time.
· This is an opportunity for a paradigm change with a variety of new partners for road projects to mitigate past projects (e.g., culverts).  Projects not just going to State transportation agencies. 
· Opportunities to manage wetlands as mitigation.  
Delaware River Basin Conservation Act 
· $14M available to award in FY 22.  RFP opens in February 2022, and project proposals are due in April 2022. 
· Three priority areas in the RFP that could fund SALS work.  Infrastructure funds for nature-based solutions, addressing At-Risk species needs, and incubation and investment – monitoring and research eligible. 
SALS 2022 Surveys - MD, VA, and NY urgent needs
Include table.  



 

