Saltmarsh Sparrow Executive Committee Meeting
August 12, 2021
11:00am – 12:00pm

Attendees: Executive Committee/Actings: Judy Camuso, Gary Casabona, Corey Riley,  Jonathan McKnight, Ryan Brown, Scott Mason, Jay Osenkowski, Andrew Vitz, Dave Saveikis, Rena Weichenberg, Jenny Dickson, Matt Palumbo, Mike Vissichelli, David Golden, Jessie Yung, Samantha Robinson, Wendi Weber.  Fish and Wildlife Service (Service): Pam Toschik, Scott Johnston, David Eisenhauer, Suzanne Paton, Christine McCue, Debra Reynolds.  Wildlife Management Institute: Scot Williamson
ACTION ITEMS
SALS Posters:
For those who are interested in ordering Saltmarsh Sparrow posters:          https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oxkNHGOwhXNgzlacsfbQs7VmNiw_MhDM/view?usp=sharing, please indicate the quantity you would like and send an email to Scott_Johnston@fws.gov (limit 13 per state)

ACJV Saltmarsh Sparrow Working Group:  
· Please review the attached spreadsheet and let us know if we have the right technical representatives from your state/agency.
NOTES
Communications:
· Parker River NWR staff hosted Jeff Corwin in late June for a video story focused on saltmarsh sparrow conservation in the Northeast. The program will be part of the Wildlife Nation series and broadcast this fall.
· Chesapeake Bay Journal reporter Tim Wheeler visited Fishing Bay WMA, Maryland for a story focusing on SALS survey work on the Eastern Shore and throughout the Northeast. 
· FWS writer Kit Straley has completed work on a story map, “Rising to the Challenge,” focused on salt marsh restoration techniques and potential saltmarsh sparrow benefits. The story map will be available in mid-September.
· #Neighbirds social media series is publishing June through the end of August. The series features #Neighbirds-tagged saltmarsh sparrow-focused posts, primarily on FWS Northeast Facebook page. These posts are also being collected for a Conserving Nature of the Northeast Medium blog post in late August/early September.
· https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/neighbirds
Solving Permitting Issues 
· Active working group in Massachusetts focused on streamlining permitting process. We will be adding other states as capacity allows. 
· Mike Vissichelli (ACOE) and Jessie Yung (FHWA) willing to assist this team when the focus turns to Federal permitting.
Advancing restoration work
· Spreadsheet of potential projects (maintained by ACJV with periodic data calls to partners) is invaluable to allow quick responses to funding opportunities with quick turnaround times.  Recent example of Sandy funding going to fund NJ restoration work is an example. Please continue to send projects in need of funding to Aimee Weldon.
· Two more State Summaries completed: New Hampshire and Maine. Committee members from those two states will receive the final draft shortly for review and finalization. Virginia likely completed by mid-September.
· Discussion of Atlantic Coast governors forming a team to talk about how the Climate Change Corps would be useful.  Will be sharing some ideas about this soon.
Revised schedule for listing recommendation
· Due to workload the listing determination will be completed in FY24.
Final Topics 
· Rick: BRIC funding opportunities—anyone familiar?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Jessie Yung will follow up from FHWA.
· For more information we recommend committee members join webinars: https://www.fema.gov/grants/mitigation/building-resilient-infrastructure-communities and review the attached powerpoint.




 

