Saltmarsh Sparrow Executive Committee Meeting
June 10, 2021
11:00am – 12:00pm

Attendees: Executive Committee/Actings: Judy Camuso, Gary Casabona, Corey Riley,  Jonathan McKnight, Ryan Brown, Dave Saveikis, Rena Weichenberg, Jenny Dickson, James Farquhar, Mike Vissichelli, David Golden, Eve Schluter, Wendi Weber.  Fish and Wildlife Service (Service): Pam Toschik, Scott Johnston, David Eisenhauer, Suzanne Paton, Christine McCue, Mo Correll.  Wildlife Management Institute: Scot Williamson
ACTION ITEMS
· REMINDER: ACJV page password protected for Executive Committee documents, links, etc.  and website  https://acjv.org/sals-executive-committee/  (Password: SALSexeccomm)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Project Tracking Sheet – each state committee member identify lead by July 16.  Ensure projects are entered by September 30.  Thanks to the four committee members who has supplied names.
State by State Summary Review
· The Service is making substantial progress across all the states.  Multiple partners engaged and on track.
Project Tracking Sheet
· Discussion of state committee members ensuring that projects are entered into the tracking sheet.  This is an urgent request.  Recommend each state appoint a lead that the Service can work with on entry, questions, etc. 
Communications – update on ongoing actions
· The Service is developing 1-2 sites per state that are appropriate for site visits for VIPs.  These sites will be easy to access and include the likelihood of getting birds in the hand.  Intention is for committee members to host leadership site visits, as needed.  Once a potential visit is identified, the Service can work with on-the-ground biologists to arrange a date.  There is a lot of flexibility to ensure a visit is productive.
· The Service is identifying story development opportunities for regional/local media.  Recent example includes Jeff Corwin visit.
· The Service is facilitating a story and images by a freelance writer focused on communities/partners to conserve SALS and marsh habitats. Story will be pitched to Audubon and others.
· The Service is developing content for social media and our FWS blog highlighting SALS conservation efforts, and helping to educate the public, including other marsh-dependent species.
· The Service recently highlighted various marsh restoration techniques and work with partners throughout the Atlantic Coast area.  We also published a "Meet Your Neighbirds" social media series: https://www.facebook.com/usfwsnortheast/posts/4237450572965513.
· We placed content in the DOI Newswave, which is an internal DOI publication focusing on coastal/ocean conservation and resilience.  See attached pdf.  Committee members please feel free to share in any of your publications, blogs, websites, etc., and simply give credit to DOI Newswave.
· Infographic progress is being made.  Final edits being made and then will be sent to committee.
· Example: https://drawnbydawn.com/collections/life-history-posters/products/smooth-cordgrass-spartina-poster 
Update on ACJV Saltmarsh Sparrow Working Group
· The ACJV has identified key additions to the Working Group to ensure the broadest representation possible – coastal zone managers, etc.  The JV will follow-up with individuals to request their addition to the team.
Other topics – The Service is beginning outreach to other federal partners including FEMA, NOAA, HUD, DOD.
