Saltmarsh Sparrow Executive Committee Meeting
June 16, 2022
11:00am – 12:00pm

Attendees: Ryan Brown, Dave Saveikis, Jenny Dickson, Mike Vissichelli, Robert Arnold, John Herbert, Lou Chiarella, Jessie Yung, Jim Connolly, Christine Conn, Cory Riley, Wendi Weber.  Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS): Scott Johnston, Suzanne Paton, Mo Correll, Mitch Hartley, Lauri Munro-Hultman. 
Action Items:
· Link to current NOAA Fish Passage funding notice: https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/two-fish-passage-funding-opportunities-open-under-bipartisan-infrastructure-law-one
· Link to receive updates to Federal Highways funding announcements:  updates: https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDOTFHWA/subscriber/new?topic_id=USDOTFHWA_181 
· Plan collaboration meeting with ACOE and FWS to review State Summaries (Lead:  Aimee Weldon.  Due date:  July 1).
· [bookmark: _Hlk106881214]Request to any State that wants to work with FWS to submit for America the Beautiful Challenge funding, please contact Aimee Weldon (aimee_weldon@fws.gov).
· An article on a FWS Saltmarsh Sparrow biologist was published recently: https://www.fws.gov/story/2022-06/how-one-small-bird-can-teach-us-about-entire-marsh-ecosystem-changing-climate
Wendi began the meeting with a short review of a great field trip to Delaware Bay for Office of Management and Budget staffers, Assistant Secretary of Fish, Wildlife and Parks Shannon Estenoz, and Department and Service budget staff.  Attendees were able to see a saltmarsh restoration project and observed netting and banding of Saltmarsh Sparrows.  Wendi gave a shout-out to David Saveikis for hosting the visit.   
Federal Collaborations/Funding:
· NOAA recently announced a notice on fish passage funding (see action items).  NOAA expects the coastal habitat restoration and resilience notices to be released by the end of the month.
· [bookmark: _Hlk106868998]FHWA held a meeting with FWS to discuss funding opportunities for infrastructure.  Currently developing guidance and NOFO’s for some opportunities – not specific to saltmarsh habitat but able to work together on possible restoration priorities. 
· ACOE committee members recently sent the State Summaries to the navigation and operation managers (previously sent to the planning division). New staff to engage as well.
· FWS working with the State of Maryland on America the Beautiful Challenge funding.
Wendi described a method that the State of California is testing to streamline large landscape-scale projects designed to cut “green tape”.  Wendi will follow up and send along any potential concepts or processes to use in the Northeast.

